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BOURNE FOODBANK
Bourne Foodbank is run by Churches Together in Bourne, as
a service to Bourne and the surrounding villages. The trustees
and volunteers come from many different churches and give
of their time freely to ensure that the Foodbank can assist as
many people in crisis as is required.
Bourne Foodbank is currently in need of the following
items: Baked Beans; Tinned Soup; Tinned Fish; UHT
Milk; Tinned fruit; Tinned ham; Tinned pies; Tinned
custard; Jam and marmalade; Fruit juice or squash;
Tinned vegetables; Shampoo; Washing up liquid; laundry
washing liquid or powder; soap or liquid handwash
We are so grateful for all the donations - we can't thank you
enough.Thank you

COMMUNITY PANTRY
The Butterfield Community Pantry is
open Monday, Wednesday and Friday 1pm - 3pm
at the Butterfield Day centre, North Road, Bourne.
We have lots of food and everyone is welcome.
We are passionate about preventing food waste and this is a
delicious way of helping the planet , saving money and
feeding the community. We are operating a pay as you feel
policy - Please contribute however you can by donating your
time, skills, money or needed items. All donations are
ploughed back in to the pantry and our other services.
The Pantry entrance is on Harrington Street.
Please remember your MASK and your shopping bags !
Thought for the Month
Kindness is the golden chain by which
Society is bound together

YOUR PARISH MAGAZINE
Good news for those who don’t do computers!
From October there will once again be a print version of
the Magazine as well as the e-edition on the Abbey website.
Material for inclusion in this and subsequent ‘dual’
versions should be sent to Celia Howes, 16 St Pauls Gardens,
Bourne PE10 9JH or celia.howes45@gmail.com by Sunday
19 September please.
Very many thanks go to Jonathan Smith for producing
all the Lockdown Editions, and for agreeing to upload future
versions which will no doubt begin with special thanks to
Carol Atkins, the outgoing editor.
Now Celia, with Marilyn Roberts, will be putting
together the Magazine, Jonathan will upload it onto the
website and the parish photocopier will, very slowly, produce
the paper copies!
The September e-magazine is available on the Abbey
website. Go to www.bourneabbey.org.uk, click on
Magazine, and select September to download a copy.

ABBEY CHURCH HALL
After an 17-month long break for Covid-19 restrictions, the
Church Hall is opening in September for groups.
The Hall will not be available for parties until January.
For more details of charges and to make a booking, contact:
Churchwarden Merryn Woodland 01778 423232

Nibble and Natter Coffee Morning
Saturday 4th September
Abbey Church Hall
10.00am to 12noon
Plenty of space
Bring some friends
Raffle
All in aid of Church Funds

Children’s Society Box Opening
I now have the paperwork to enable me to empty the
Children’s Society Boxes.
Given that we have spent the last 18 months being told
to use our credit cards wherever possible I do not expect
there will be much in the boxes – but if you would like yours
emptied then now is the time!
We will not be holding our annual get together this year
but your box can be left in church for Elizabeth Page to pick
up or I am happy to collect if you would like to contact me
(01778 426255 or email Roberts.sarahm@gmail.com.)
Thank you for your support with the Children’s Society
Boxes.
Sarah Roberts

MOTHERS’ UNION
TRIENNIAL SERVICE

Pictured, clockwise from above:
* Were you there?
* Meeting after the service.
* Members from Kirton.
* Canon David Staples, Aveland
MU Chaplain, with Ness
members.
* Covid secure!
* Bishop Hall with Sally, former
DP and Woodhall Spa member.
* The Rev Sylvia Rice-Oxley,
President Elect and Elizabeth
Page, Diocesan President with
Bishop Nicholas after the
service .
* The Lincoln Diocesan MU
banner.

The Julian Meeting in September
Everyone is welcome to join us on Monday September 6th at
10.00am in the Abbey church. We enjoy a reflection followed
by half an hour of quiet for us to pray in the silence. We are
introduced to the silence by some music and the reflection.
First reading:
Let your breathing in
and out, for the rest of
your life, be your
prayer to – and from
–such a living and
utterly shared God.
You will not need to
prove it to anyone
else, nor can you. Just
keep breathing with
full consciousness and
without resistance,
and you will know what you need to know.
Richard Rohr
Second reading:
Lo! A ripe sheaf of many golden days
Gleaned by by the year in Autumn’s harvest ways.,
With here and there, blood tinted as an ember,
Some crimson poppy of a late delight
Atoning in it’s splendour for the flight
Of summer blooms and joys.
Lucy Maud Montgomery
Susan Macey (Contact)

This may not seem
like a typical holiday
poster. The picture
of the ship was
completed during a
holiday course in Art
at the University of
St. Andrews in
August 1995.
Our tutor led us to a
town in Fife, where
this fascinating
scene awaited our
graphic attention.

The tide was out and the “haar” (morning mist) lingered on
the landscape. It was Sunday. People would be at home or
in the kirk. No sounds of the weekday industry broke the
quiet scene. The depicted trawler was at rest for the day.
Designed to ride restless oceans, she had been laid down
in Iceland and her hull towed to St. Monans for fitting out.
While wheat and barley ripened in the fields, this harvester
would be ocean bound, gathering food from the sea.
Agrarian harvests fit seasonally in the regular slots of
church annual festivals (differently in the antipodes).
“Maritime harvest” continues all year round, as Galileans
Andrew & Peter would know. Our Lord had called them to
be fishers of men, knowing as they went, they would be
mission bound for all nations. This ongoing process would
draw all peoples of the earth to ultimately acknowledge the
same Lord, to whose harvest we are ultimately travelling.
malcolmpugh@btinternet.com

OUR MAD LIFE
Lead on, Ladies!
Having reached Mahajanga on Tuesday there was scarcely time to unpack, orientate, prepare and repack before departure with the Mothers’
Union for the Diocesan Conference early on Friday morning. The first
major shock to the system being back was the increase in food prices.
They had increased a full 33% in the six months while I had been away.
Yet another example of the poor suffering most. In the famine areas and
also here in Mahajanga rice from Pakistan is being distributed to some
of the destitute, 2.5 million people according to the President. Nobody
likes the taste or smell of it.
The MU is by far the biggest organisation in the world-wide Anglican Communion with over 8,000 members in Madagascar. It has a
powerful and influential hierarchy here. Our archdeacon is also the MU
diocesan chaplain. Elections take place globally every third year and
this is the year. Our diocese decided that the diocesan MU conference,
elections and triennial service would take place in the south east of the
diocese at Maevatanana, 158 miles from Mahajanga. The town is reputedly the hottest in the country. Happily it is now mid-winter here and so
the temperature hovers just over 30C. We have a priest and congregation there but no church building or house.
The cathedral MU branch hired a bus and we were told to assemble at 5.30 am. I got up correspondingly early and arrived to find a few
ladies already waiting, complete with mattresses, yellow plastic jerry
cans and buckets. Somebody forgot to tell me that among the things one
was required to bring was water. I had got drinking water but not in the
quantity that was expected. Still no sign of the bus when the bell rang
for Morning Prayer so there was an unexpectedly large congregation!
Eventually the bus appeared and manoeuvred into position whereupon
there was a rush forward and handbags slung through the windows to
‘bag’ seats.
The driver then discovered he had not brought the tarpaulins and
ropes to secure the huge amount of luggage we had on the roof. Another hour passed before we boarded and set off after prayers for a safe

journey. Already everyone was looking weary and all of us dozed off
from time to time. There was a lunch break at a roadside café which I
frequently dine at on my travels. It could teach McDonald’s a thing or
two about fast service. On sitting down a waitress is instantly asking for
the order and then goes and gets it without delay. My plate of rice with
a side plate of fried beef, a hot bowl of water with leaves in it (to moisten the rice) and hot rice water to drink cost 75p. Another opportunity
to doze before we arrived at our destination which was a secondary
school. The ladies were shown to their dormitories - school rooms with
the desks piled high against the walls so that they could spread out their
mattresses and mats. I’m afraid I had already stated that I wished to
spend the night in a hotel. I was assured that the booking had been
made in a nice hotel close by.
There was great excitement as the other buses arrived and friends
appeared. Soon we were all squeezed into desks in the largest room and
the opening service began, although the contingents from the most distant parishes had not arrived, notably from Mandritsara (500 miles
away by road). Lengthy uplifting talks followed and teaching about the
targets of the MU.
By the time we had supper it was past my normal bedtime although the evening entertainment which the ladies from the southern
half of the diocese had long been preparing had not begun. I gave my
excuses and prepared to head for the hotel. When some of the locals
heard where I was staying there were gasps of horror. “Monseigneur
can’t sleep there, he will be attacked in the night and robbed or worse!”
I assured them I would run the risk but everyone knew better and so one
of the clergy (currently on sick leave) was nominated to be my companion and guard. My heart did in fact sink when I saw the hotel as I recognised it from a previous visit when I had shared a bed with the
archdeacon. By coincidence it was the same room with a double bed
and en suite which was a shower tray, washbasin and loo in the corner –
modesty preserved by a low wall at the end of the bed.
My companion was no more thrilled with the set up than me and
to my surprise (and secret huge relief) declared himself unwilling to
share a bed with the bishop, much preferring the floor. I was most
impressed when he quickly rearranged the furniture, blocking the door,

and constructed for himself a little tent with a mosquito net from his
bag and arranged the cushions and pillows available into a mattress.
And so to bed. My consoling thought was that I was spending less than
£5 for this accommodation, so what was there to complain about?!
There were several jerry cans of water provided for our ablutions and
the loo. It turned out that the evening performance didn’t end until midnight and the rising bell was at 4.30am!
In the morning we rejoined the ladies at 6 am for Morning Prayer
and Holy Communion. After breakfast there was a brilliant exposition
on gender-based violence. It was quite an eyeopener as the leaders from
the government Ministry of the Population took us all step by step
through what is acceptable and unacceptable behaviour. Everyone was
ready to answer and ask questions about that and women’s rights. This
was certainly the MU functioning in a most admirable way. I was taken
aback to hear that under-age marriage of girls is a widespread problem
and many bandit attacks in our diocese include the rape of under-age
girls. Afterwards it was my turn to address the ladies and the morning’s
programme was a most useful starting point and of course had made the
audience highly receptive and ready to participate.
By this time the group from the far north had arrived. But the
group from the extreme south of the diocese didn’t arrive until late Saturday night. They had done the first leg of the journey by ship which
had been caught in a storm and then the engine failed and it had arrived
two days late at Mahajanga. Early on Saturday morning they got a taxibrousse which mid-morning was involved in a fatal accident in which a
child was killed. None of our group was injured but they had to spend
several hours sitting by the roadside while the police questioned everybody about what happened and then get themselves and their luggage
into other vehicles. Prayers for a safe journey are not an empty formality here.
Before supper and the evening entertainment was the election.
Not having read the diocesan MU constitution it came as a shock to me
that this had to be presided over by the bishop with a small number of
electors of whom I was one. To my delight our one and only lady priest
was almost unanimously elected President.

Rev de Nivo, Bishop Hall, Mme Joycelyne, Laurence, diocesan Mpanentana
Sunday morning was the great triennial service which started with
a procession of witness through the centre of town including the Sunday
market. What a sight! All the members were in their pristine white MU
uniforms and in true Anglican style were led by the servers and the MU
diocesan banner. All were loudly singing hymns, the clergy following
on and the rear brought up by the bishop complete with cope, mitre and
crozier. It certainly was an astonishing as well as unexpected sight. As I
negotiated the rough street in robes designed to drift elegantly an inch
or too above a church floor I couldn’t help wondering whether if I
tripped the procession would disappear blissfully unaware of the bizarre
sight behind. Luckily we all arrived back at the school without mishap
and so the festival Eucharist began. It included the enrolling of new
members and the formal announcement and blessing of the new diocesan President and committee. Afterwards were really long speeches
which people here enjoy.
Those deemed the great and the good proceeded to a “cocktail”

Archdeacon and Constant had identical MU shirts
while the others had breakfast – only 4 hours late. Don’t imagine me
being revived by some exotic alcoholic mixture. In these parts, at least
in church circles, a “Cocktail” is a reception with a choice of Coca Cola, Orangeade and perhaps fizzy water and biscuits and usually culminates in the formal cutting of a huge sponge cake whose icing proclaims
the event. In this case it was the 25th anniversary of the founding of
Mahajanga diocesan MU and the conclusion of the triennial Conference. Lunch was served – which for the majority came immediately after breakfast but that didn’t seem to impinge on the amounts consumed.
The great and the good missed out on breakfast.
Fond farewells and a lengthy process of loading buses with now
empty jerry cans etc. and finally we hit the road at 4.30 pm. Back to the
cathedral at 10.30 pm I staggered off to bed hoping that it all had been
the great success it was claimed to be.
As always with my work, a lot would not have happened without

Very proud of her jewellery
your generous support.
Thank you.
+Hall
hallspeers@gmail.com
August 12, 2021

Working parties
Many thanks to those who helped further to reduce the weeds
around the Abbey on Monday. We have now held 3 sessions,
and the difference in the appearance of the target areas is
huge. If you have missed the chance to help so far, please
keep a look out for the next notice. The session lasts only one
hour, some tasks can be done without the need to bend and
refreshments are provided! Merryn and Jenny

Please note
Fr Chris welcomes the names of those who are ill or awaiting
an operation, so that prayers may be offered for them through
the Sunday Service Sheet. We also continue to welcome the
addition of the names of loved ones departed to be inscribed
in the church’s Book of Remembrance. Apply to the Vicar on
Bourne 422412.
The Abbey Church Hall
With a well-equipped kitchen, the Hall is available for hire at very
reasonable rates for all regular groups such as Weightwatchers,
karate, yoga and dancing, table-top and jumble sales, tea dances,
coffee mornings, talks, slide shows and art exhibitions, lunches,
anniversaries, receptions etc.
Children’s parties are very popular at £30 for 4 hours.
The hall opens for groups in September,
but will NOT be available for parties until January.
For more details of charges and to make a booking, contact:
Churchwarden Merryn Woodland 01778 423232
Thinking of making or up-dating your will?
If so, please consider bequeathing a gift to Bourne Abbey.
A legacy would help to secure the future of the church and its
work with future generations. Don’t forget that legacies to
charities are free of Inheritance Tax. Thank you.

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
13th

Skyla Carter

19th

Benjamin James Page

20th

Joan Norville

23rd

Ann Northen

25th

Megan Ruby Casey

26th

Kruz Thomas Carter

30th

Michael Thomas Merrett

IN MEMORIUM
10th

Doreen Fowler

25th

Claude D Rolt

CANDLES
SEPTEMBER 2021
NONE

YOUR PARISH CHURCH
SERVES YOU

BAPTISM, CHURCHINGS AND WEDDINGS,
are by arrangement with Father Chris …. 01778 422412

OUR FELLOWSHIP
FLOWERS IN CHURCH
Mrs A. Northen, 24 Fir Avenue ……………..…………. 01778 423353
HALL BOOKINGS
Mrs Merryn Woodland …………………………….…… 01778 423232
MAGAZINE EDITOR
Mrs Carol Atkins, 10 Broadlands Avenue ……………… 01778 425760
Sub Editor
Mrs Margaret Shephard, 12 Baldwin Grove ………..….. 01778 425778
WEBSITE MANAGER AND E-MAGAZINE EDITOR
Jonathan Smith, 71 North Road .……………………….. 0775 3409720
Email: jpsmithpix@yahoo.co.uk
MAGAZINE DISTRIBUTION

MOTHERS’ UNION
Mrs Merryn Woodland, 26 Harvey Close ……..……….. 01778 423232
RINGERS
Mr A. G. Payne, Oldhall Farm, Wilsthorpe ……….……. 01778 560633
SERVERS

PARENT, BABY AND TODDLER GROUP
Clair Carter, 5 Poppy Place ………..…………………… 01778 394230

WHO’S WHO

VICAR
The Revd Father Chris Atkinson, The Vicarage, Church Walk 01778 422412

CHURCHWARDENS
Mrs Merryn Woodland, 26 Harvey Close, Bourne .….………. 01778 423232
VERGER
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC
John Saunders. Mellstock, Bourne Road, Essendine ………… 01780 480479
Email jclementsaunders@gmail.com
Organ Scholar - Kaitlyn Hallas
Deputy Organist
Peter Page, 48 Grosvenor Avenue, Bourne, PE10 9HU …….. 01778 393031
PCC SECRETARY
Jennifer Maclean
SAFEGUARDING OFFICER
Karen Key, 5 Exeter Close, Bourne, PE10 9NP …………….. 07956 382066
Email: karenkey@nhs.net
PCC TREASURER
Mr A. G. Payne, Oldhall Farm House, Wilsthorpe ……….….. 01778 560633
READER
Mr D. H. Page, 3 Sycamore Close ………………………..…. 01778 422512
MANDATED MINISTRY
Mrs J. Smith, 60 Gladstone Street …….…..…………..….….. 01778 422219
ELECTORAL ROLL OFFICER
Mrs Marilyn Roberts
STEWARDSHIP/GIFT AID OFFICER

